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Ron Romain Receives 2010 Champion of Youth First Award

Youth First, Inc. honored Ron Romain, President and CEO of United Companies, at its annual Champions Breakfast attended by over 250 people on Thursday, October 21, 2010. 

Mr. Romain received the Dr. William Wooten Champion of Youth First Award for his philanthropic support of youth and families through Youth First and other good causes.

For multiple years, Romain’s United Companies has been the Title Sponsor of Youth First’s annual Passport to Adventure Benefit Auction, helping raise several hundred thousand dollars for the non-profit organization.

The complimentary breakfast also honored all of Youth First’s donors, volunteers, collaborators, program participants, and staff for their commitment to the agency’s mission.

In addition to the tribute delivered by Dr. Wooten, Evansville Mayor Jonathan Weinzapfel presented the keys to the city to Mr. Romain.  Others saluting the honoree included Mike Sutton, President & CEO of the Bank of Evansville; Rick Geissinger, President & CEO of American General Finance; Dr. Ron Rochon, Provost of the University of Southern Indiana; and Rick Schulz, CFO of United Companies and the Chair-Elect of Youth First’s Board of Directors. 

Youth First works to strengthen youth and families by providing evidence-based programs that prevent substance abuse, promote healthy behaviors, and maximize student success. The agency is best known for its School Social Work and Strengthening Families programs.

Mr. Romain has been the President and CEO of United Companies (United Leasing, Inc., Professional Transportation, Inc., and the Romain Automotive Group) since 1980.  During his watch, United Companies has evolved into a multifaceted financial and transportation services organization that employs over 3,000 associates, has direct operations in 25 states and the District of Columbia, and manages assets in all 50 states, Canada, Puerto Rico and Mexico.

        In addition to his generous support of Youth First, Mr. Romain serves as a Trustee of the University of Southern Indiana and on the Board of Visitors of the USI Foundation, as well as on the Boards of St. Mary’s Hospital, the Evansville Police Department Foundation, Signature School Foundation, Regency Commercial Associates, the Bank of Evansville, and is Vice Chairman of the Welborn Baptist Foundation Board of Directors.

                The breakfast’s sponsors included Bank of Evansville, BKD, Harding, Shymanski & Company, P.S.C., ProMark, Regency Commercial Associates, St. Mary’s Hospital, and numerous others.

 For more information about Youth First, please visit www.youthfirstinc.org or call 812-421-8336.
